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We recently learned that Vivian (Bootie) Tarbell Elbert, Class 

of 1960, and her husband, Edward Elbert, both died of the 

COVID-19 virus in March within three days of each other.  

Bootie was from Elmira, NY and was one of a large group of 

the class of 1960 who attended Elmira College before coming 

to Columbia.  She was well liked by everyone.   After finishing 

her nursing education, she married Edward Elbert and had 

two daughters. She worked in nursing as a public health nurse 

in Kingston, NY and later as a school nurse at an elementary 

school in New Canaan.   The family settled in New Canaan, 

CT and lived there for 46 years.    Vivian came to many of our 

class reunions until minor health issues intervened in the 

last several years.   She was a loyal supporter of CUPHSONAA 

throughout her life.   Her daughter, Susan, related that her 

Dad came down with the virus first in early March and had 

to be hospitalized where he died on March 18.   Her mother 

was admitted to the hospital that day and passed away on 

March 21.   The family would welcome memorial donations 

in her mother’s memory to the CUPHSONAA Scholarship 

Fund.   Rest in peace, Bootie and Ed.  We send our sincere 

condolences to their family.

In light of recent events, CUPHSONAA was faced with a difficult decision as the annual membership meeting grew closer. No 

longer was our university safe to meet, and with many modes of transportation shut down, CUPHSONAA faced a dilemma. 

For the first time, CUPHSONAA held its annual membership meeting virtually on May 1, 2020. Our nurses are nothing if 

not adaptable, and with the help of the McKenna Management, Inc. team, we were able to connect with our fellow alumni 

virtually. 

President Lois Glazier provided a report on current events and how they pertain to CUPHSONAA and it’s mission, as well 

as updating the membership on the latest election results. We also heard some news from the front lines of the COVID-19 

fight, and what our student alumni are doing to help. While our first virtual meeting was a success overall, we do wish to see 

everyone next year at the 2021 annual meeting. That date will be determined at a later point, you can never be too sure. 

Dear Neighbors, 

The “Un-reunion” was not the great assemblage of our class 

we had hoped, but was wonderful given the circumstances. 

With 2020 being the “Year of the Nurse” we had planned to 

gather to see the new building with the wall commemorating 

the alumni group. The tour would have included the 2 floors 

of simulation rooms, quite an upgrade from “Mrs. Chase!” 

We were also looking forward to seeing the garden rooftop, 

a moment to remember our sunbathing at Maxwell Hall. 

Thanks go to Paul Moser, husband of Paula Moser, who 

first warned us that the virus would keep us from meeting 

in person. Deep thanks to Paula Moser, Jean Kelly, Peggy 

McEvoy, Patti Jones, and Lois Glazier for their help with the 

plans for our intended reunion.

We were saddened to hear of the death of Marlene Lamont 

and the recent passing of Vivian Tarbell Elbert and her 

husband, the latter two died within three days of one 

another due to the virus. Lois Glazier’s husband died within 

the last few months as well. My husband Charles died in 

April of 2019; he always looked forward to our reunions. 

Please send me an email or regular mail of any news that 

you have and I will be happy to get a letter out with all our 

class news. 

Looking forward to when we can meet again, face-to-

face and proud of the Class of 1960, making so many 

contributions to living full lives. 

Yours, 

M. Ann McNamara Brady, ‘60

Congratulations to Lisa Iannacci-Manasia and Sophie 

Gloeckler on receiving a scholarship for the 2020-2021 

academic year from CUPHSONAA. Both of these applicants 

uphold the values that CUPHSONAA has established over 

the years and hope that our contributions can assist in their 

further education. 

Lisa Iannacci-Manasia will be pursuing doctoral degree in 

the hopes of continuing to advance nursing care to promote 

the health and well-being of children and adolescents and 

families. “With a strong academic foundation, from the 

stellar undergraduate and graduate education I received 

at CUSON, I am fortunate to be pursuing PhD studies at 

Molloy College, Barbara H Hagan School of Nursing, where 

I continue to thrive and am inspired to extend impact on 

healthcare. I am passionately committed to upholding the 

tradition of our education and am honored to be considered 

for the Columbia University Presbyterian Hospital School 

of Nursing Alumni Association Scholarship Program.”

Sophie Gloeckler received a Fulbright Award to pursue 

research in Switzerland on assisted suicide. Sophie hopes 

her research will help guide future clinical decision making 

while probing questions at the heart of how we balance 

beneficence, autonomy, and human dignity. “I plan to 

build on my Fulbright work and orient my psychiatric NP 

practice towards end of life care and chronic suffering. I 

envision a career that includes research but is primarily 

oriented around clinical care.”

By Timothy J. Lehey, CRNA, MS 

Treasurer, CUPHSONAA

I offered to write this article so that I could share with you 

some of my experiences, and those of my nursing colleagues, 

during the COVID-19 health crisis. The profession of nursing 

stood directly in the path of this horrible disease. Events 

unfolded very quickly from when we first heard about a 

virus from bats occurring in an obscure place in China to the 

point where we are experiencing a public health crisis on a 

scale no one could have imagined. This all happened in just a 

few months. The first cases of a different type of pneumonia 

were reported in Wuhan, China in mid-December 2019 and 

by March 16, 2020 we started locking down the entire United 

States of America, economy and all.

The administrative leadership at my facility was proactive, 

and responded swiftly, so that in a matter of days we went 

from having two ICU’s with a total of 22 beds to having five 

ICU’s with nearly 70 beds. All of those beds were filled in a 

matter of days. It’s at this point that the profession of nursing 

was called upon to step forward and do whatever was needed 

to save patient lives. This is not a story about the virus. We 

have all heard and read more about COVID-19 than we care to 

acknowledge. This is a story about the nurses who rose to the 

occasion when our patients needed us the most. The nurses 

in our hospital marched straight into the line of fire of this 

terrible scourge. As a nurse anesthetist I was called repeatedly 

during the day to intubate these gravely ill patients. Each of my 

intubations resulted in a patient being placed on a ventilator 

and requiring ICU care. Simply put, there were not nearly 

enough ICU trained nurses for the dramatic increase in the 

number of patients who required that level of care. All elective 

cases had been canceled so the hospital reassigned all of its 

nursing staff to the new ICU’s. Many of these nurses had little 

or no ICU experience. Each one of them rose to the challenge 

put before them and cared for these patients with skill and 

compassion. They were motivated by their commitment to 

our profession. Each day I would make rounds in the ICUs to 

assess the patients’ readiness for weaning from the ventilator. 

I would review their progress with the nurse assigned to their 

care and we would develop a plan of care in consultation with 

the intensivists.

Unlike the typical ICU patient, progress was very slow. Quite 

honestly, this was a disease process we had not seen before. 

Yes, the patient had pneumonia but viral pneumonia is a very 

different illness than the bacterial pneumonia we usually 

treat. It is stubborn and unresponsive to our therapeutic 

agents.

The nurses worked diligently to provide lifesaving and dignity 

preserving care. They worked day shifts and night shifts, 

often in the same week. Everyone worked 13-hour shifts to 

stretch the nursing manpower and to minimize the use of 

PPE. All vacations were cancelled. If there should have been 

four nurses assigned to the ICU and one of the shifts could 

not be covered, three nurses did the work of four.

The work environment was hectic and fast paced. All the work 

was done with a conscious effort to maintain the integrity 

of our PPE protocols. The work was heavy physical labor as 

patients were turned for proning and also from side-to-side 

to prevent decubiti. This resulted in a very uncomfortable 

situation inside our scrubs as the heat built up under the PPE. 

It was also hard to breathe through our N95 masks (if it wasn’t 

hard to breathe then you had a poor fitting mask that was not 

protecting you). There were frequent shortages of PPE and 

some of what we used was of dubious quality.

All this work was done with a keen awareness of the threat 

each patient encounter represented, not just to us, but also 

to our family and loved ones. Since the method of disease 

transmission was still not clearly understood, nearly everyone 

implemented the same procedure when they arrived at 

home each night. I would deposit my wallet, phone and keys 

in a tray to be wiped down with disinfectant. Then I would 

remove all my clothing and go directly to the shower without 

touching anything. It may sound a little dramatic but it was 

done to protect those at home in light of the fact we had just 

spent 13 hours in the care of the sickest people we have ever 

seen. A recent CNN story quoted the International Council of 

Nurses in saying that over 600 nurses have died worldwide 

from COVID-19.

In this, the year of the nurse, we have excelled in the care and 

the comfort we provide. We have found ourselves confronted 

with one of the greatest challenges we have ever faced and 

acquitted ourselves with courage, skill and compassion. In 

my 43 years of nursing I have never been so proud as I am 

today, to say, “I am a nurse.”

I invite you to also read “An Open Letter to the Families of 

my Coronavirus ICU Patients,” by Margaret Bravo, RN, a 

colleague of mine. She does a great job of describing the 

mindset of many of our nursing colleagues during this crisis. 

The article is available at https://www.goodhousekeeping.

com/health/a32255343/open-letter-families-of-my-covid-

19-icu-patients/ (Bravo, “I’m a COVID-19 ICU Nurse and I 

Want You to Know That I’m Not Some Angelic Martyr”, 2020).

Personal Essay on Nursing Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic Scholarship Award Recipients Class of 1960 Alumna and Husband Both Succumb to COVID-19

CUPHSONAA Annual Meeting Recap

Class of 1960

From left to right:  Anna Draper Shaw, 1966; Margaret Krantz Stull, 
1960;  Lois Mueller Glazier, 1960;  Jean Monahan Kelly, 1960;  Karin 
Sandal Stuart, 1964 and Joan Ambrose McCormick, 1961.  The picture 
was taken following the memorial service for Lois Glazier’s husband, 
Bill, on March 14, 2020.  Bill died in February just before his 95th 
birthday. His death was not related to COVID-19.
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Gregory Alexander Appointed to the Helen Young Professorship

Class of 1975 Archives 2020 Election Results
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CUPHSONAA Alumni News

A Message From 
The President
Dr. Lois Mueller Glazier

“The best laid plans of mice 

and men often go awry”. These words 

immortalized by the Scottish poet Robert 

Burns in his poem titled “To a Mouse” in 

1785, are still as true today as when they 

were written. Plans that were being made 

for the annual School of Nursing Alumni 

Reunion Day that I spoke about in our 

Winter newsletter, along with so many 

other events in our country and around 

the world have all “gone awry” and we still 

don’t know when or if things will return to 

“normal.”    

Our annual meeting was held on Webex and 

we had thirty participants on the line. At 

the end of the meeting we heard a riveting 

account of the war being waged against the 

corona virus at the Columbia Presbyterian 

Medical Center and the hiring of a large 

number of Columbia nursing students in 

the Masters Direct Entry Program (MDE) 

by the hospital as med techs. Lisa Iannacci 

Manasia, one of their instructors as well as 

a CUPHSONAA scholarship recipient, has 

written an account of their experiences 

in this newsletter. The spring issue of 

Columbia Magazine also features an article 

on page 11 discussing the challenges faced 

by the School in educating students with 

the corona virus raging in New York City.

We just recently learned that the Columbia 

University Board of Trustees has finalized 

the appointment of Dr. Gregory Alexander 

as the recipient of the Helen Young 

CUPHSONAA Professorship. See article 

in this newsletter to learn more about Dr. 

Alexander. I like to think that Helen Young 

would have been pleased to know that the 

first recipient of her named professorship 

is a distinguished male nurse, as there were 

few men in nursing in her day.

I would like to acknowledge the retirement 

of Dr. Judith Hupcey, ’77 from our Board 

of Directors.   She served on the board for 

many years and we thank her for her years 

of service.  We welcome Marie Castronovo, 

’12 and ’15 to the board.    

The corona virus pandemic has directed 

the world’s attention to the role of nurses 

in caring for gravely ill patients all over the 

world. Our Treasurer, Tim Lehey, a nurse 

anesthetist, has been serving on the front 

lines, intubating patients with the active 

virus at great risk to his own health. We 

salute Tim and all the other nurses who 

are in the thick of the battle against this 

dangerous disease, working long hours with 

not enough protective equipment. Who 

knew that when this year was designated 

as The Year of the Nurse and the Nurse 

Midwife, that the role of nurses would be 

seared so vividly in to the consciousness of 

the public around the world? I have never 

been prouder to be a Columbia nurse.
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On March 1, Columbia Nursing welcomed Gregory Alexander, PhD, RN, FAAN, 

FACMI as Professor of Nursing.  He joins us from the University of Missouri 

Sinclair School of Nursing, where he served as Associate Dean for Research 

and held the Potter-Brinton Endowed Professorship.

Alexander is an internationally recognized nursing informaticist and clinical 

expert with more than 25 years of research and clinical practice leadership.  His 

program of research is focused on technologies used to support patient care 

delivery, with an emphasis on aging populations.  He leads an AHRQ-funded 

R01 to benchmark national trends in information technology adoption and 

the impact on quality measures in nursing homes.  As a Fulbright U.S. Scholar 

in 2017, he worked with an Australian research team to investigate IT use as it 

related to resident care, clinical support, and quality measures in a sample of 

nursing homes in New South Wales.

The results of the 2020 annual election of officers and directors were announced May 1, 2020 at the CUPHSONAA Annual 

Membership Meeting. The newly elected individuals will each serve a three-year term ending June 30, 2023. Congratulations 

to the newly elected officers and directors!

Stay In Touch!
Keep your contact information current with CUPHSONAA:

3
Mail  
CUPHSONAA, Inc. 
4 Lan Drive, Suite 310 
Westford, MA 01886

2
Email
Send your changes to 
admin@cuphsonaa.org1

Online
Login to cuphsonaa.org and 
update your profile

Mary Lea Freeman Azcarraga, 
Deceased 8/8/2019

Emily Becker, Class of ‘58, 
Deceased 9/15/2019

Doris Kidwell (Borglum), 
Class of ‘49, Deceased 10/1/2019

Sally Leiter (Rufner) Class of ‘66, 
Deceased 3/8/20

Alumni In Memoriam

Vice President
Joan McCormick ‘61

Treasurer
Timothy Lehey ’85

Directors of the Class of 2022

Olga Brown- 

Vanderpool ’70
Ariana Komaroff ’04 Marie Castronovo ’12 ’15

Research Committee Seeks Volunteers for Committee

CUPHSONAA’s Research Committee seeks two additional members to serve on our 

committee. Responsibilities include limited virtual meetings for research grant application 

reviews and electronic mail action items. Currently, research grants are reviewed in June.

We request those interested who hold a research doctorate (PhD or EdD) to send a note of 

interest and current CV to Executive Director Cambria Happ at admin@cuphsonaa.org. 

Thank you for your interest and we look forward to serving with you on this committee.

Jill Nadolny Kilanowski, PhD, RN, CPNP, FAAN 

Chair, Research Committee
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